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+. The Danger of being under the Ceafures of the Chuath. 


a ee, eee ee ee are eee 


 demn'd wo Dye, and Vijuftly, that he is not 


not the. King tell him, That it was His 
* Authority by which, the Judge Acted, and 
“which he had Vilify'a and ‘Traducd, And 


2. Exemplify’d in a Paratel Cale. 


OF thofe who Seperat from the Church. 
° The Cafe of Sinfudl Condstions of Communion being Impos'd. 


. The Cafe of an Erring Confciente. 
, Of the Y sete of our Gaides. 


Of our Seperation from Rome, and of the Diffenters from Us. 


. Ignorance of the Law will not Exca/e. 





SATURDAY, Fannary 4. 1706. 





') Country-man. OU have given me 
() y great Licht, Ma- 
fter, in your Laft, 
concerning the Cenfives of the Church. And. 
T now fee Plainly what the Power of the 
Keys is, to Open or to Shut the Gates of Hea- 
ven. And that ther is no Extrance thither to 
thofe who Dye in Obftinate Oppeftion to the 
Church. Tho’ they fhou’d Repent of all their 
other Sins eXcept this. And it has made fo 
Great an Jmpreffion upon me, That I had 
Rather Dye ten Thoufand Deaths, than to 
Lie Jufily under the Cenfure of the Church. 
Rehearfal. Therefore a Man ought to be 
very Sure that the Cenfure of the Church is 
Unjufily paid againft him. For he ventures 
his Soul upon it. ? 
And again, Suppofe it be Unjuftly pafs’d, 
et he is ftill under the Concemmnation, if 
he Behave himfelf Proudly and in Comempe. 
of the Church. 


(2.) Let me make this Plain to you by 
a Familiar Comparifon. Suppofe a Man Con. 


Guilty of the Crime laid againft him And 
he fhou’d’ fay, | know the King can Pardon 
me, and therefore ke fhon’d Revile the Fudge, 
aud Trample upon the Autherity of the Court, 
and apply himfelf to the Kigg« Wou'd 


that He was Oblig’d to Support and Maintaia 
the Authority of His ALsifer:, for that it 
was His own Aatherity. And .is Defpifing 
and Trzmpling upon the King’s Authority, 
the way to Procure his Pardon? Ard io fay, 
That the Judge had no Power to Condemn 
kim, tho he was Vejied with the King’s 


oS 


(3-) But, after, if the Cafe be fo with 
the Excommunicat Perfon, what is the Con- 
dition of thofe whogo out of the Church, 
and Leave her ? 

Rehearf. They Excommunicate themfelves. 
And with this Aggravation, That. it is their 


| own Ac and ‘Deed. Whereas a Man may 


be Excommunicated wrongfully, as we have 
faid. And it is more Provoking to any 
Society for one of its Afembers to Snaile at 
it, and Leave it; than ifthey D,/-frawchsz’d 
him, and ;Turv’d him: ome, 


(4+) Country-m. But Suppofe S:nfull Con- 
dstions Of Communion he Impo.’a upon us in 
any Charch, what mut we do ia that 
Cafe ? 

Rehearf. We. mutt not Comply with any 
thing we Think Sinfid, for thac: is offen- 
ding againtk Confcience, 

Bue then we muft take Great Care to In- 
form our Con/cience arigac. Becaufe in this Cafe, 
as I faid before, we Pawn our Sons upon it. 
For if the Conditions impos’d upon me be not 
Sizfuiland | Separat for them, then I Seperat and 
Excommunicat my felf, withous Juit Caxnje; 
which makes my Separation a Schilm, and 
} Cuts me off from the Body of the Church. 

Which being fo Great a Sim, even the 
| Tearing CHRIST’s Body in Pieces, we ought 
not to Venexre upon “it, Unlefs the Cond 
tion Impos’d upon us be as Plainly and Vi- 
fibly a Sin as Schifm is. ‘Therefore if § only 
Donbe that fach a thing is a Sivy1 muft not 
Break off from the Church for its becaufe 
that is Running upon a Certain Sin, to avoid 
a Deutfuk one. So that Imuft be very: Sure 
the Condision Impos’d uponsme is'a Sin, he- 
fore 1 Srparat for it; fo Sure, as that lain 





Commifiion. - ; | 

Country- i. The Cafe is Plain and Paraliel, 
If 1 Appeal to God from the Cenfure ot the 
Church, becaufe ef my /unocence, | mutt not 
Revile the Church, and Deny her Axghority, for 
it is Given her of God. And it ts His Au. 
thoriy which I. Deny and Vulify.”. And in- 
ftead of Procuring my Pardon, Ladd a New 
Sin of Rebellion again{ft God. AS Mofes {aid 
to Korah, what is aren, that you Murmur 


wiliag Stake my Soul uponit. | ; 

In the nexs place, we muft be well Aware 
that what we Separat-for,-is Requit’d of Us 
as a Condition of Commupian.. Ocherwife we 
are NOE LO Separat for it, not for every thing 
that is not Fufisfiable in the Px athice of aChurer. 
Becaule we may keep our felves from:fucha 
Pradtice, and yet keep in the Contmanion of 
the Churcly. 


| 5.) Now, Countryman; 1. defire you'to 


againft him? Your ‘Aebelion is againft the} look over again my : Rehearfal, N. 20. 


Lord. | Where you will find, That nothing is requir’d 
. | : ; . 

















































































































vand our Lxfs Blind the Eye of our Reafon, and 


. nationy Dpon Preténce that fometimes’ they 


. to. Dearn the.Lew from theit Aouths; yet, 
«becaufe they are_ not [ufallible, that Guide is 
Juitlyxso. be Sufpetted whe wou'd Lead Us 
Blindfold, and not let us See our'Way.- It is 
very like the Cafe of the Biind leading the |'’ 
Blind, Whete we have Choite of Guides that 


as a Condition of Covimunion in the Church of 
England but the Apoftles Creed. And that it 
is not fo inthe Church of Rome. And there- 
for tho’ we had Juft Caufe to Scperat from 
the Charch of Rome; Yet our Diffenters had 


of Enghiid. Ang therefor, That @heir Sepe- 


no manner of Caufe to Seperat from the Church} let us Read. the Hely Scriptures, nor Unde Rein 
vation iS @ Schifgy-but not Ours oa 
j thei 


of Romes. For. Hhat*Church is Guilt} 
Separation who Part froin her for Sinful Condi- 
tions Of Communion Impos’d. And. fuch Se- 
paration isno Schifm. ; 

Country-m. 1 carry your Rebearfal N, 20. 
commonly in my Packet, and think you have’ 
made it out as clear-as- the Sua againft the 
Diffenters. 1 have Bantel’d feveral of them 
upon it, and cannot find they have a word to 
Anfwer. 

(6.) But now, Mafter, after al), what if a 
Man cannot fatisfy his Confcience, but {till 
Thinks fuch a thing to bea Sim; What fhall 
he dor if he Complys with it, it is a Sim to 
him; And if he ZLreaks.of for it, he thrufts 
himfelf out of the Church. This is a La- 
inentable Condition. 

Rebeurf: \t is fo. This is the Cafeof an 
Erving Coifcience, it involves us in’ Sin either’ 
way. Tis isa ftrong Reafon to lay afide 
Prejudice, Partiality*and Worldly Intereft, in 
matters of Religions eaft they Sway our Fudg- 
ment, aad brirg us inte this Lamenrable Con- 
ditions - yor 

But fome Men think they are Safe, and that 
all is Wek with them, if they follow their’ 
Confcience ta every thing. They know no 
Higher Fudge aha Cieficenc: They forget 
that the Holy Scriptures are given asa Rule to 
our Gon/cience. “And we are Oblig’d by the 
i of:God, whether we Think fo or not. 

e we might Hatden our Confcience, and then 
we were Safe! We might let our Paffions 


Hurry us whether-they Lift, and we wou'’d 
be Ux-Accountable for this, becaufe we fol- 
low’d our ‘Confeience! We might Wink and 
Shut out Eyes, and - not See the Way that is 
fet before Us, and‘then fay, How can a Blind 
Man See? But the ‘Cafe of a Blind Man is 
Safer than this.. Ifa Blind Man fails into the 
Ditch, it is his Misfortune, not his Faulr: But 
his ZBioed will lye upon his own Head who 
will not See his Way, nor take the Help of 
Guides, of thofe Guides whom God has Ap- 
pointed, Such Guides as thew Us the Plan-of 
the Way: that God. has’ given them, that-is, 
the:Holy Scriptures; that we may See with our 
own Eyes thatievery Step we take-is Right. 
Wotias the Churchiof Rome, which Lock yp 
the Scriptures fromthe Peoplé,’and bid them 
Trnf- wholly to their Guides; without Exami- 


makeill:ufe ofthe Scréprures, dnd Pervert them 
to their own Deffruétion. Which is; as if I 
fhou’d Refufe «my “Children AZeat, becanfe 
fome have Over Gorg’d .themfelves, and fome 
hhave ‘been Poifein’dowith \it. °But tho’ we 
ought to. .Pay a.great deat of Deference to 
thofe.Guideswhom .God has ‘fet’over Us, and 


) tainly Choofe that Guide who Wou'd lead iy 
with our Eyes Open, rather than him who 


ithe Cafe of the Epifcopal Reformation of Ep 
gland, from thofe Guides who wou'd neithes 


ur Prayers 
os # : : oe a te 
(7.) But now to” put the Cafe ft 
utihoft Extremity, fuppole a Man to be 
Blind, that; is, fo very Ignorant: as not to 
‘be Able to See his Way; if be is Asifed 
that ténide whom God has fet over him, he 


or by any other Guide whom God had nor 
,Appointed,-but whom the Blind Man Fany4 
to Chufe for himfelt becaufe he do’s thi 
at his own. Hazard, and his AGsforta 
be.laid at his own Door. a bet 
Tho’ it is not well fuppofable that 
Man fo very Ignorant fhoud. be Capable to 
-Chofe his’ Guide, that Requiring more skis 
; and Knowledge than fach a Man can be Mafter 
of. And fuch Jgnorant.Men are moft Eafily 
Impos’d upon by Falfe.and Defigning Guides, 
who Send themfelves, and have Ends of 
their ownto ferve. ‘Witnefs the fad Face of 
Affairs in the great Rebellion, when,the Churgh 
being Pull’d down, every one was left to chufe 
Guides for himfelf ; and prefently England faw 
above three Score different Religions, Rife up 
as it wert ina moment; The Names of all 
which are given us in Books wrote at that 
time, asin Herefiograply, Gangrena, &c. And 
the Roots of them are ftill in our Ground, and 
have Sprouted forth abundantly of Late. Yet 
all thefe Pretended to A& according to their 
Confcience, and no Doubt many of them did fo, 
being under fuch Strong Delufion as to Believe 
all thefe Zyes. And this came upon them, 


felves Teachers. The fad Fate of England at 
this Day! Which this Book of the Rights is 
helping forward, by fetting up the fame Prin- 
ciples, ‘ 

Our Saviour told of thofe who fhou’d Think 
they did God Service in Adurdering His, Apoftles, 
Were they therefor Jnpocentbecaufe, they Aded 
according to their Confciewce? St. Paul was 
Verily Perfmaded that he Ought to dd-magy 
things againit Fefus.of Nazareth, yet after- 
wards call’d himfelf the Greateft of Sinners for 
| fe doing. an shake “ne 

(8 ). [hope this will Caution other Men'to 
“keep a-<Guard over their. Conciente, and to 
“take‘all due meats to have it Rightly Jnform'd. 

And will convince them, That Pleading their 
Confcience will not Excufe them, if they Tranf 
grefs the “Lam of Cary? As Ignorance of the 
Law will not Excufe any Man at an Earthly Tri- 


Law at his Peril, fo far as concerns himfelf. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
NAnfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
Schifn, Toleration, Gc. In a Letter 
to a Friend. 8 

_ Fhe Reafonablenefs of a Toleration En- 
gn iato, purely on Church Principles in 
feveral Letters. ‘ 
Two Sticks made one, Or, The. Devil 
upon Dun. Md oe 
‘A Colleton of * papers concerning what 





have the Commiffion of God,-one wou'd cere. 


| hath beéa TranfaGed in the Convocation. *_ 
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wou’d require Us to Shut our Eyes. This ig 


is Safer than if he-were A4Gjfled by himfelf, 


through their Itching Ears, Heaping to them. : 


bunal, ‘For every Manis bound to know the « 
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